


From the President
I hope all of you have a lovely Thanksgiv-

ing with family and friends. For the third 

year, our Thanksgiving will be spent with 30 

marines at Camp Pendleton, California. As in 

years past, my daughter and I will cook two 

turkeys and all of the side dishes, and will 

be thanked with smiles and tears as those 

young men and women hug us and we cry 

for their families spread all over our country. 

What a wonderful family to see the results of your labor. Add 

that one as a part of life to remember.

With Hanukkah almost upon us, once again we look to family 

and friends for comfort and joy. Let us remember to light candles 

with the sense that all Jews everywhere are remembering the 

story of long ago. I love to look into the eyes of our grandsons 

and see the glow of the candles that they helped light and to 

sing songs with them and tell the story of Hanukkah. The eyes 

of children tell us so much about life and help us experience 

life’s blessings.

Remember to sign up for the Hanukkah Dinner Party at my 

home on Saturday, December 24, from 7:00 to 11:00 in the 

evening. Join us as we light the fifth candle and promise to have 

lots of food and good wine.

I hope to see you at our many chapter events.

Lynn Cramer, President 
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D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your Membership 

Directory (changes underlined):
Susan Chaikin		  SGC5128@gmail.com
Arthur Cohen		  artlcohen@gmail.com
Phyllis Salmon	 ZIP code is 85710
Marianne & Stuart	 6290 E Placita Lozana 85750
  Taussig

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined our 

chapter. Add them to your Membership Directory:
Esther Goldberg	 62847 E Amberwood Dr 85739	 818-3208
		  esbengis@aol.com

New members are the life of our chapter. When you see new 

members at a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome 

them. 

�«�²�s
Curious?

See the Letter Inserted  
in This Bulletin

Meg Sivitz and BNC thanks the following who helped 

at the Comic Book Sale on Saturday, November 12, at the 

Book Depot. Lynn Cramer, Elsa Goldberg, Arlene Gray, 

BJ and Marty Kass, Elaine Lisberg, Edie Michelson, and 

Natalie Smith. We sold books and comics outside while 

continuing to sort and pack for the ��������������������� 
inside. A good time was had by all. 
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Mark Your Calendar
Thursday, January 12, 2012
Professor Michael Doonan

Expert on Health Care Reform
Heller School for Social Policy and Management

Tucson JCC

	
  

All Chapter Members Are Cordially Invited
To an Open Board Meeting with

Janice Fineman, National Executive Director,  
and Lorraine Sparrow, Planned & Leadership Gifts Office,

Monday, December 5, 2011, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,  
at Trattoria Pina, 5441 North Swan Road at Sunrise Drive.

Optional Self-Pay Lunch to Follow.

Sustaining the Mind
Because so many of us have been impacted by a family member or dear friend 

with a neurodegenerative disease like Parkinson’s or Alzheimer’s, the Brandeis 

National Committee has established a new and exciting campaign — Sustaining 
the Mind: Scientific Research and Scholarships. We are turning to you for support 

for two extremely important areas: science research and science scholarships.

With your help, our students and faculty will be better equipped to tackle 

the challenges in neuroscience and to combat neurodegenerative diseases. We 

are grateful for all that our members have done. Our program will take this 

extraordinary university to even greater heights.

You can be a sustainer and achieve donor recognition:

Those who give gifts of $1,000 or above in one academic year will receive an acknowledgment letter and certificate 

from BNC. Names of donors will be listed on the BNC Web site if the donor agrees.

Those who give gifts of $5,000 or more in one academic year will receive the above and, in addition, the donor’s name 

will be listed on the BNC’s Major Donor Tribute Wall in the foyer of the Goldfarb library at Brandeis.

Donors of $10,000 or more in one academic year will receive the above plus periodic stewardship letters with informa-

tion about the neuroscience and neurodegenerative disease research taking place at Brandeis and about a student in the 

sciences who receives scholarship supports.

Gifts of $50,000 or above will receive the above and the donor’s names will be listed on a plaque in the Volen Center 

for Complex Systems.

Gifts of at least $50,000 for an endowed scholarship fund in the sciences will be named for the donor. 
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing phil-

anthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished liberal 

arts and research university founded by the American Jewish 

community. Its membership is connected to the university 

through fund-raising and through activities that reflect the val-

ues on which the university was founded: academic excellence, 

social justice, nonsectarianism, and service to the community. 

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

•	 Go to www.tucsonbnc.org. 
•	 Fill out the Amazon search box on the left.
•	 Buy anything from Amazon.
•	 The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
	 Amazon purchases made this way.

Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Bulletin Editor..299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com Meg 
Sivitz, Board Liaison................... 615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message)...........520-747-3224
Chapter Web site............................... www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail....................................BNCTucson@gmail.com
Chapter Facebook site.... http://www.facebook.com/pages/
BNCTucson/115524478528080

Express  Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well 
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact one of the names below. The recipient is  
acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah or sorrow and respond. 
Show you care — send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
	 $5.50* Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
	 $10.00* All-Occasion Stationery, pack of ten with a pen
	 $10.50* Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
	 $14.00* Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
	 $18.50* Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
	 $36.50‡ Learned Research Journal
	 $56.50‡ Learned Research Journal Folio
	 $100.00‡ Special Book Collection
	 $200.00‡ Research Journal File

*Contact Book Fund co-chair, June Simmons, JuneSimmons@me.com or 577-9836, 

or Rosealie Siegel, HerbSRose@comcast.net or 615-6227.

‡Contact Soralé Fortman, sorkey7@aol.com or 747-3520.

EDF Fellows Meeting
Our men’s group, the EDF Fellows, will hold its next 

lunch meeting on Monday, December 12, from 11:30 a.m. to 

1:30 p.m. at the Viscount Hotel.

The speaker will be announced when 

invitations go out.

Any man in Tucson is cordially invited 

to attend, join the fellowship, and enjoy 

the fascinating speakers. Members are 

encouraged to bring guests.

Lunch is $20. For more information, contact Steve Seltzer, 

299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com. 
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 Born in Cleveland, Ohio, Ruth Friedman went to the excel-

lent Shaker Heights schools. She was a French major at North-

western University and at the Sorbonne. She met her husband 

Jim in high school French class. The teacher told her that if she 

wanted to teach French, she should marry a man who could 

grade her students’ papers. So she married her best student, 

Jim Friedman, but he rarely graded the papers.

Ruth’s junior year in Paris most influenced her life. The French 

are not warm and fuzzy, so she learned to be strong and inde-

pendent. She learned to ski in the Austrian Alps (not too well) 

and learned first-hand about romantic Italian men.

After college, Ruth taught French in Lexington, Massachusetts, 

and Shaker Heights. She loves teaching languages, bringing 

out the actress and exhibitionist in her. She then took a 13-year 

maternity leave to have two children, Laura, now a lawyer with 

the Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., and Seth, who 

leads Jewish groups to rebuild damaged villages in Central and 

South America. Both children studied in France and share Ruth’s 

love for languages and foreign travel.

Laura provided her grandchildren Nathaniel and Rachel, and 

Seth has Zachary, all her wonderful treasures.

 The Friedmans love to travel: Jim loves Scotland, Ireland, 

and other golf venues. Ruth takes him to France, Spain, Italy, 

and South America. As a leader in the Union for Progressive 

Judaism, Jim has taken Ruth to Israel (several times), Russia, 

Poland, and South Africa.

In the 1990s, Ruth saw interest in French in schools was on 

the decline, so she went back to college and earned a degree 

in Spanish, more important in America, and taught Spanish 

for grades K-8 for eleven years before retiring. The five- to 

seven-year-old students were the best. They enjoyed songs, 

games and repeating words, and became quite fluent, unlike 

hormone-challenged teens.

Looking for a nice place to retire, the Friedmans came to 

Tucson in 1998 and fell in love with the mountains and the 

desert. After renting for a few years, they finally bought a home 

in Sabino Springs in 2006. Ruth had been in some book clubs in 

Cleveland and was looking for one in Tucson, joining Brandeis 

to become a member of the Contemporary Fiction Study Group. 

She was very impressed with the women in the group who came 

well-prepared for dynamic discussions. Through Brandeis, she 

met many wonderful people and had an opportunity to use her 

teaching and organizational skills as a board member-at-large. 

In Cleveland, she was active in ORT (as a chapter president and 

the district treasurer), National Council of Jewish Women, the 

Meet Your Study 
Group Leader

Tucson Chapter Newsletter
Editor-in-chief.................................................. Steve Seltzer

Board Liaison.......................................................Meg Sivitz

Associate Editor...........................................Bob Rothenberg

Copy Editor.......................................................Beverly Fine

Proofreaders............................ Soralé Fortman, Janet Seltzer

Circulation........................................................... Fern Feder
To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg 

Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com.
The newsletter is published from August through April. The dead-

line is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Officers
President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Lynn Cramer
Vice-president Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Carol Cunin
Vice-president Book Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Meg Sivitz
Vice-president Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Steve Seltzer
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Natalie Smith
Financial Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Arlene Zuckerman
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marty Zuckerman
Advisors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Soralé Fortman, Elaine Lisberg
Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 747-3224 
or e-mail us at BNCTucson@gmail.com 

Continued on page 6

2011-2012

Tucson Chapter Calendar
Board Meeting at Trattoria Pina	 Monday, December 5
Hanukkah Party, Cramer home	 Saturday eve, December 24
Board Meeting*		  Monday, January 9
University on Wheels, JCC	 Thursday, January 12
Used Book Sale Opening, Foothills Mall	 Thursday eve, January 12
Used Book Sale, Foothills Mall	 January 13–22
Board Meeting*		  Monday, February 6
Book & Author Soirée	 Wednesday, February 29
Book & Author Day, Skyline CC	 Thursday, March 1
Board Meeting*		  Monday, March 5
Book Fund Event, Villa Hermosa	 Friday, March 23
Board Meeting*		  Monday, April 2
Installation		  April TBD
Israel Festival		  Sunday, May 6
Board Meeting–Planning Meeting*	 Monday, May 7

*Held at the Jewish Federation Board Room

Save the dates and mark your calendar
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Jewish Federation, and other community organizations. She 

also organized French and Spanish conversation groups and has 

met many interesting people from many countries at meetings.

The future? To live full-time in Tucson. The Cleveland home is 

for sale, and, as soon as it sells, the Friedmans will move here 

and Ruth will be able to spend more time at the Book Depot. 

When she lives here full-time, she plans to become even more 

active.

She also looks forward to visiting national parks and foreign 

sites (Prague, Vienna, and Budapest, for starters). She is an avid 

tourist and enjoys her current Study Group, “A Tourist in Your 

Own Town.” After exploring Tucson and after 13 years, she is 

still finding new places to enchant her. 

Meet Your… Continued from page 5

Used Book Sale
Your Favorite Source of Books  

is Fast Approaching.
Mark Your Calendar!

Special Opening Night Sale  
for the Best Choice,

Thursday, January 12, 2012, 5:00 p.m.

Open Sales,
Friday, January 13 to Sunday, January 22

During Mall Hours.

Brandeis National Committee
WESTERN REGION

Invites Tucson Chapter members  
to a Desert Retreat on
January 22–24, 2012

Renaissance Esmeralda Resort and Spa
Indian Wells, California

Meet Leslie Pearlstein, BNC National President, 
 and Janice Fineman, Executive Director
Special guest speaker, Scott Edmiston,  

Director of Fine Arts at Brandeis University
 

Enjoy exciting and motivating workshops
 

For registration costs and details:  
Please contact  

Lynn Cramer, LCramer8@aol.com or 638-5898

Book Fund Event

Read This Year’s  
Brandeis Encore Book

Fun Home by Alison Bechdel

Purchase the Book Through 
Our Web Site, TucsonBNC.com, 

by Using the Amazon Box

Book Discussion  
Friday, March 23

1:00 p.m.,  
Villa Hermosa,  

Led by Jean Nerenberg

Snacks and Beverages

In March,  
Purchase a Book Fund Card  

or an LRJ  
of at least $10 in Value  

for Admission
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A Brandeis Moment
Tucson has a prominent local connection to Brandeis University. If you follow what’s happening 

at the University of Arizona, you will notice that the new president, Eugene G. Sander, recently 
vice-provost and dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Science, did his postdoctoral work 
at Brandeis University! You have had a Brandeis moment. 

Tucson Chapter Calendar December 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5
10:00 Board 

Mtg
1:30 Medi-

tation

6 7
1:00 Con-

temp. 
Fiction

1:30 Men’s 
Books

8
1:30 Jewish 

Family in 
Films

9
10:00 

Meet/
Greet/Eat 
in Spanish

10

11
10:00 Books 

& Bagels

12
Noon EDF
1:00 Bridge

13
1:00 Art 

Scene
7:00 pm 

Public 
Policy

14
10:00 Page 

Turners
12:00 Ethnic 

Lunch
3:00 Anti-

Judaism+

15
7:00 pm 

Helpnet

16
10:00 

Meet/
Greet/Eat 
in Spanish

17

18 19
1:00 Kab-

balah

20
1:00 For-

eign Film
7:00 pm 

Fabulous 
Flicks

21
11:30 Mys-

tery Books
12:30 Lady 

Boomers

22 23 24
Xmas Eve
7:00 Ha-

nukkah 
Party

25
Xmas Day

26
10:00 Exec 

Board 
1:00 
Bridge

27 28 29 30 31
New Year’s 

Eve

Hanukkah first candle December 20; last candle December 27. December 24 Christmas 
Eve. December 25 Christmas Day. December 31 New Year’s Eve.
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What’s New at 
Brandeis University in Waltham?

www.brandeis.edu/news/index.html

Brandeis Revives The Rose Art Museum
The Rose Art Museum at Brandeis University is reemerging with a $1.7 million face-lift 

for its 50th anniversary. The building looks great.

World-famous pop artist James Rosenquist’s large-scale piece, “Two 1959 People,” 

is part of the Rose’s original trove of 1960s masterworks — and now it’s back on the 

renovated gallery’s freshly painted walls. Rosenquist’s painting hangs alongside pieces 

by his contemporaries in a new exhibition called “Art at the Origin.”

The exhibit was curated by Dabney Hailey, the museum’s first director of academic pro-

grams. She was hired in 2010, and says the Rose’s first curator, Sam Hunter, made some 

very smart acquisitions from 1961 to 1965. “Every one of them is an iconic work, really. The James Rosenquist, Lichtenstein, 

Rauschenberg, James Brooks, Alex Katz…” and Andy Warhol, Hailey said.

This art is there for current Brandeis students, including senior art history major Meryl Feinstein. In the coming weeks, she’ll 

be working as a “gallery guide” to get fellow students interested in the on-campus museum.

The Rose’s collection is growing. The museum recently acquired a work by the late video artist Bruce Conner. “Eve-Ray-Forever 

(1965/2006)” was originally shown at the Rose in 1965, but that footage was damaged over time. So Conner recreated the 

bold piece, and it’s now on view in the Rose’s brand-new video screening room.

Also ahead for the Rose: university president Frederick Lawrence said the school is nearing the end of its exhaustive search 

for a new museum director. 
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Book Sale Volunteers
Sign Up Now!

The sale benefits the Endowed Scholarship for a Tucson-area Student to Brandeis 
to be held at the Foothills Mall (Ina Road at La Cholla Boulevard)

Friday, January 13, through Sunday, January 22, 2012
Please sign up to work for as many shifts as possible during the SET UP and SALE. Also 
indicate any spouses, friends, or acquaintances who will accompany you.
CIRCLE THE TIMES BELOW. Fold this sheet, stamp it, and return the entire sheet as 

soon as possible, but no later than January 6, 2012, to
Meg Sivitz, 6361 E. Valle di Cadore, Tucson 85750 

You can reach her at megaron3@msn.com or 615-4739 for more information.
You will be contacted a few days in advance to confirm your choice.

Name_______________________________________________________________________

+ I will help to unpack books for the sale on Tuesday, January 10

I prefer to be contacted by E-mail_______________________ Phone_ __________________
Set Up:

Tuesday, Jan. 10	 6–10:00	 10-2:00	 2-6:00
Wednesday, Jan. 11	 10–2:00

Opening Night:	
Thursday, Jan. 12	 4:30–9:00
Book Sale:	

Friday, Jan. 13	 10–2:00	 2–6:00	 6–9:00
Saturday, Jan. 14	 10–2:00	 2–6:00	 6–9:00
Sunday, Jan. 15	 11–2:00	 2–6:00
Monday, Jan. 16	 10–2:00	 2–6:00	 6–9:00
Tuesday, Jan. 17	 10–2:00	 2–6:00	 6–9:00
Wednesday, Jan. 18	 10–2:00	 2–6:00	 6–9:00
Thursday, Jan. 19	 10–2:00	 2–6:00	 6–9:00
Friday, Jan. 20	 10–2:00	 2–6:00	 6–9:00
Saturday, Jan. 21	 10–2:00	 2–6:00	 6–9:00
Sunday, Jan. 22	 11–2:00	 2–6:00

Clean Up:
Monday, Jan. 23	 8–12:00

Thanks for your help. No heavy lifting. Join this worthwhile endeavor.

We need you to 
help unpack



	
  

by Sheila Rothenberg

March 1, 2012, marks the 16th year of Tucson Chapter Book & Author Luncheons. Over that time, we have been regaled 

and informed by such distinguished and best-selling writers as Lisa See, Pete Hamill, J. A. Jance, Brad Meltzer, Hallie Ephron, 

Michael Blake, Jennifer Lee Carrell, Marjorie Weinman Sharmat, W. Bruce Cameron, H. W. Brands, and last year’s well-received 

quartet of William Link, Douglas Starr, Rhys Bowen, and Rhody Cohon.

For the last five years, I have been able to utilize my past editorial contacts after I joined those Tucson Chapter veterans who’d 

worked to bring fascinating authors to our venue. What I have heard at the end of each event was: “This was the best Book & 
Author ever.” Encouraged by your kind words, you can be certain that your B & A committee — because this is a group ef-

fort — is hard at work to top that praise. To encourage you not to miss out on this year’s event, here is a preview of the lineup, 

so far, of authors. Make sure when your invitation arrives in January that you send in your response ASAP to assure a place.

Jean M. Auel for 30 years has held millions enthralled by her creation of the prehistoric world of Ayla. 

Her Earth’s Children series has sold more than forty-five million copies worldwide and includes The Clan 
of the Cave Bear, The Valley of Horses, The Mammoth Hunters, The Plains of Passage, The Shelters of 
Stone, and The Land of Painted Caves. Mrs. Auel’s extensive research has earned her the worldwide 

respect of archaeologists and anthropologists. She has honorary degrees from four universities and 

was named an Officer in the Order of Arts and Letters by the French government’s Ministry of Culture.

David Liss is the author of seven novels, most recently The Twelfth Enchant-
ment (not the genre you might think). His first, the best-selling A Conspiracy 
of Paper, winner of the 2000 Edgar Award for Best First Novel, was recently 

read by the BNC Men’s Book Group. In 2008, at the United Nations Convention 

Against Corruption in Bali, Indonesia, he was named an Artist for Integrity by 

the UN Office on Drugs and Crime. He claimed, “No one is really sure why [I] should receive this honor 

or what it means, but it very possibly makes [me] the Bono of historical fiction.” Despite his humility, 

his novels deservedly have been translated into more than two dozen languages.

Gayle Lynds’ career began at the The Arizona Republic, where her investiga-

tive reporting led to changes in state legislation. Moving on, she became an 

editor with Top Secret security clearance at a government think tank, where 

“shadowy figures” inspired her to turn to the creation of stories that ultimately would earn her the 

label of “The Queen of Thrillers.” On her own, she has written award-winners and best-sellers such 

as Masquerade and The Last Spymaster. With Robert Ludlum, she created the Covert-One series. Ms 

Lynds is a member of the Association for Intelligence Officers. In 2004, she and David Morrell founded 

the International Thriller Writers group.

Mark your calendar. Wednesday evening, February 29, is our fabulous Book & Author Soirée, 

where you can meet these authors up close. Thursday, March 1, is our exciting Book & Author Event. 
Watch for your invitation in the mail. 


